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ARCHAEOLOGICAL RESEARCHES AT Pl SCOLT-LUTARIE
(THE SATU-MARE COUNTY) 1986-1989

Attila Nandor HAGO
Muzeul Judetean Satu-Mare
hagoattila@yahoo.com

Janos NEMETI
nemetijanos39@agmail.com

Abstract: The archaeological research at the sitesd@it-Lutdrie (Satu Mare County)
began in 1970, when its inhabitants disturbed savarchaeological features by exploiting
clay. The archaeological discoveries belong to Meplithic Age, to the La Téne Celtic
period and to the period between the II-IV censird.

Researches were continued until 2001 by the ardbgests of the Satu-Mare County
Museum, especially by Janos Németi and Robert @indéis article focuses on the
research made between the years 1986-1989. Twaentbgical features were discovered
in that period and comprised many ceramics decaratéh incisions or painted with black
besides animal bones, stone tools and chips ofiiavsi The archaeological site ofgeblt-
Lutarie is ranked among the most important Middle Nedlitsettlements containing
discoveries of the Painted Pottery Culture. The teaiures date from the Middle Neolithic,
phases Il and lll, of the Rolt culture.

Keywords: Piscolt-Lutdrie, Painted Pottery Culture, Neolithic, archaeolodickscoveries
Romania.

Rezumat Cercetirile arheologice la situl Ricolt-Lutdarie (jud. Satu-Mare) au fost incepute
in 1970, dup ce localnicii au deranjat mai multe complexe ardogice, prin exploatarea
lutului. Descoperirile arheologice de pe acestsstincadreaz in epoca neoliti¢, La Téne
celtic, si sec. lI-IV. d. Chr.

Cercetirile au fost continuate pé&nla 2001 de &tre arheologii Muzeului Jugean Satu-
Mare, in special dedatre Janos Németii Robert Gindele. in articolul de f& vom prezenta
cercetirile din anii 1986-1989. In aceastperioadi a fost descopetit doui complexe
arheologice, cu multe materiale ceramice, ornamenta incizii sau pictate cu negru, oase
de animale, unelte din piatrsi aschii de obsidian. Situl arheologic folt-Lutarie se
nunirg intre cele mai importanteseziri din neoliticul mijlociu cu descoiperiri din ariae
raspandire a civilizaei cu ceramia pictati (Painted Pottery Culture). Cele ddewomplexe
descoperite se dateazn epoca neoliti€ mijlocie in faza a ll-gi a Il a culturii Piscolt.
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Cuvinte cheie: Piscolt-Lutarie, Cerami& pictatz, Neolitic, descoperiri arheologice,
Roméania

Piscolt locality (Satu Mare County) is situated to test of the county,
passing by the national road DN19 (Satu Mare-Oradeat goes through the
village, where the Plain of Carei meets the PldirN@. Several streams flow
through the village collecting the waters in thesaand drain them towards the ler
Valley (Plate 1/1-2, 4). The site was verified dodalized with GPS devices and
also was made topographical measurements (PlgteTihes area, especially the
terrace of rivulets is extremely rich in archaeatay remains from the Neolithic
Age until the Middle Ages (Németi 1999, 43-46).

The point Luirie (Kincsverem) is approximately 200 m to the wefsthe
village centre, in an area densely inhabited in ah#quity. The Neolithic site is
situated on a grind from the lerul Rece creek bduch marks the peripheral areas of
the sandy areas of the Nir. The first archaeoldgieposition dates from the Middle
Neolithic, represented by the sBolt culture, with several levels of habitation
(Lazarovici, Németi, 1983, 22-23; Németi 1986-1985-61; Németi 1999, 44-45).

The first researches at lanie point began in 1970, after the inhabitants,
who were digging pits for exploiting clay, distudoseveral archaeological features.
Archaeological researches frony&lt-Lutarie site which were carried out in 1980-
1986 focused on rescue excavations or field rebesmd were conducted by Janos
Németi, the director of the Museum of Carei.

In 1986, the locals working in clay exploitatiorstlirbed a Neolithic pit.
Janos Németi conducted a small rescue excavatidmyn The pit was irregular but
its broadest part was destroyed. It measured 2.26& m in dimensions; it grew
deeper gradually until it reached the maximum deth.10-1.20 m (Plate 11/1-2).
It uncovered pottery fragments painted with blac#l ehitish pottery, lightly burnt,
lacking decoration but similar to the discoveriesnf Pgcolt SMA (Lazarovici,
Németi 1983, 23; fig. 18-19). In order to proceedhe excavation of the feature, a
research box that measured 2.40 x 1,80 m had hmmred. The upper layer of the
feature unveiled pottery fragments dating from Rmnan and La Téne Ages, then
a small, complete vessel, an axe of fragmentanyestanimal bones and obsidian
chips (information taken from the excavation diary)

The ceramic category

The pottery which was discovered in the archaeoldgfeature can be
divided into three categories: coarse (the comnattepy, used in cooking and food
storage), semi-coarse and fine. The semi-coarséerpois best represented,
followed by the coarse pottery and finally the ficategory with the lowest
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representation. In percentage, they appear asMall@l % of semi-fine pottery,
28% of coarse pottery and 1% of fine pottery. Témuhts of extraction taken from
the database are presented in table and chart.

Fine 6 s

Coarse 163 Category of ceramics

Semi-coarse 408 1%
M Fine
m Coarse

Semi-coarse
71%
Fig. 1. The ceramic category.
Tempering

The material used for tempering the vessel clagrésented in table and
chart. Most commonly appears the temper made af aad chuff, followed by mud
and chaff, and lastly, fine sand. The remainingemas appear in a limited number.

Ceramic and warp 1
Ceramic and sand 1
Warp an sand 2
Warp and erit 1
Warp and chaff 173
Sand 109
sand fine 4
Grit and ceramic 4
Chaff and sand 282

Tempering of clay
282

173
109
1 1 2 il 4 4
Ceramic Ceramic Warp Warp Warp Sand Sand fin Grit and Chaff
and and sandand sand and grit and ceramiand sand
warp chaff

Fig. 2. Tempering of clay.
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The smoothing technique
The smoothness of the pottery under analysis wésllasvs: most pottery
fragments had smoothed surface, followed by thes awi¢h porous and polished

surfaces, and in small amounts, there also appesbet smoothing techniques.
Their presence ranks from 1% to 3%.

Surface technique
331
153
46
7 7 7 13 6 5 2
- —
‘.\\Q% 60@ 60@ \er ‘.\\,\\% &OQC, & S \er N
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Fig. 3. Smoothing technique.

The burning technique

Regarding technique used at burning the pottenigiwivas discovered in
the archaeological feature: G1/1986 we observedoadgoxidant burning in a
proportion of 49%, followed by a good reductantrig in a proportion of 40%

and the poor oxidative and reductant burning amuear proportions of 4% and
7%, respectively.
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B Good oxidant
B Good oxidant
m Slight oxidant

| Slight reductant

Fig. 4. Burning technique.

Pottery shapes

The pottery was quite fragmentary; therefore thecgrgage of pottery
forms identified was quite small. Most of the celmmaterial, that was 56 %, could
not be identified in matter of shape, 14% werefified as pots of various sizes and
bowls, 3% were pedestal cups, and to a lesser textere were square mouthed
vessels, amphorae, deep bowls, vessels with thdlenfiished inwards, strainer,
miniature vessels and components, daub (Plate Ill}-VEliminating from this
analysis the pottery and tokens that could notdeatified, the situation is suitable
for a graph (Fig. 5; Plate XII. 1-2). For the idéination of pottery shapes | used the
catalogue of ceramic forms prepared by Zoia Madfaxim, 1999, 76, fig. 88).
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Fig. 5. Pottery shapes.

The decoration technique

Analyzing large amounts of pottery from this complere could conclude
that 98% of the vessel fragments lacked decoratiand 2% were represented by
black painting, but only partially preserved; thevere few cases where pierced
ornaments occurred. The painted motifs were idedtih few cases only: AD, NC,
XC (Virag, 2011, 35-37; Plate XlI/1-3), as for thest of the fragments the painting
was preserved in small amounts and was hard tdifjleBased on the ceramic
forms, on the mixture and decoration of potterg @i/1986 feature falls into the
final phase of the Keolt culture.

The best analogies that are classified as stagarélithe following sites:
CiapleniRedk tag(lercgan 1992-1993, 7 -22), §eolt-SMA (Lazarovci, Németi,
1983, 23; Németi 1986-87, 18-19; Németi 1999, 4&xidh 1999, 176; Virag,
2004, 13-25); scuieniHoro (Comga, Nanasi, 1972, 633-636)icslieniHoro domb
(Luca, lercgan 1997, 11-22); &pleniMalul Canalului (lercasan, 1992-1993),
Moftinu Mic-Pescarie A(Németi 1986-1987, 101-137); Andrig Pisung Oata
de SusOul Fagetului (Kalmar, 1979-1981, 117 -114); Blafarind Cehal (Virag
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2007, 27-42), Brolt-Nisiparie (Németi 1999, 44), Bicalghoaie (Maxim 2003, 7-
17); BereaBodzas(Németi 1999, 59), BerdRuposhegyLazarovici, Németi 1983,
21; Németi 1999, 54), Halmevam: (Virag 2004a, 25-45); Sanisl-Curtea

grajdurilor (Németi 1986-1987, 19; Németi 1999, 48jisdd-Cetiruia (Pop 1996,
9-14); Turulungta intrare In satMaxim-Kalmar 1987-1988, 471); UrziceRidul

canalului (Németi, 1999, 63), dad-_Lutarie (Lazarovici, Németi 1983, 24).

Ornamentation techniques
Painting Holing

9
27/ 0%

Without
ornamentation
98%

Fig. 6. The decoration techniques.

The second archaeological feature was investigatedhe 80s, more
precisely in the summer of 1989, agdeit-Lutarie, when digging a well whose
water was to be used at making clay bricks. With @itcasion, another Neolithic
complex was disturbed. In this case, the pit wdg partially preserved. It was oval
shaped, its maximum diameter was 1.60 m, and it agageep as 0.40 m. This
feature unveiled pottery that belonged to thgcét culture, animal bones and
obsidian fragments. The ceramic materials have begoduced in the ZEUS
database, and they submitted to analysis the sharaateristics as in the case of
the feature: GI/1986. Therefore, eighty-six pottshards were entered into the
database in order to analyze the archaeologicarmaht

Pottery
Looking at the chart and diagram, one can seditae case of the feature

discovered in 1989, there is a percentage of 69%red by semi-fine pottery,
followed by 30% of coarse pottery and only 1% agfpottery.
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Category of ceramics

1%

M Fine
m Coarse

" Semicoarse

Fig. 7. Category of pottery.

Tempering

The most commonly used material in tempering clag be seen in a
diagram. As shown, the temper made of chaff and gaprevailing in the amount
of 60%, followed by the temper made of mud and fchéich is amounting 20%
(this was especially used for common pottery), dme made of sand is only
amounting 13%, the one made of pebbles and sharasounting 5% and the
temper made of pebbles and mud were used in anramotimore than 1%.

Tempering of clay

M Ceramics and warp B Warp and chaff m Sand

M Grift and ceramics ™ Grift and warp m Chaff and sand

1%

Fig. 8. Tempering of clay.
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Smoothing

As can be seen in the chart, the shards with sradahbrface are dominant,
followed by the prinked surface shards and fintlly smoothing technique on slip
or polishing appears in smaller proportions. Outtloé entire material under
analysis, only a few shards have a porous surfabar& surface.

Surface tecnique
50
14
7 6 8
i m - W
Unsmoothing Polished  Smoothing Porous  Roughenged Slip

Fig. 9. Smoothing technique.

Burning procedure

According to the database on pottery burning, gealdictant burning had a
prevailing rate of 76 %, followed by the oxidizibgrning with a rate of 14%, the
poor reductant burning with a rate of 8% and ther mxidizing burning with a rate
of 2%.
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Fireing

M Good oxidant
M Good reductant
m Slight oxidant

m Slight reductant

Fig. 10 Burning procedure

The ceramic forms

The GI1/1989 feature uncovered few ceramic mateidald few of them
belonged to the Middle Neolithic. Most of them abulot be determined, followed
by 19 % of different sized pots, bowls, deep bowkxjestal cups, vessels with the
middle area pushed outwards (bowls and deep boiMsyre were various sized
vessels with Lippenrad lip, which is typical of thhase | of the Biolt culture
(Plate IX-XI; XII/3).

Tipology of vessels

4%

mB
mD
mDF
mDL
mF
mGA
=H

Fig. 11 Tipology of vessels
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As can be seen from the chart abowe, the most comechniques of
ornamentation are paintings and pinches. Analy#iregcomplex opened in 1989
we can observe: 75% of the materials lacking déworafollowed by 15% of
painted materials, and the rest is representedtilphes, pinches and incisions.
Regarding the motifs of decoration, we report tiioWing: AA, AB, AC, GB, and
HC (Plate XII/4-9).

Ornamentation tecniques

M Incized decoration H Pinched
Srab and drag and incizion M Painting
Without ornaments

2% 7%

Il%

75%

Fig. 12 Ornamentation tecniques

If the case of paintings, it is difficult to idefytithe motifs, because in most
cases they were not preserved. The painted demasadie thin, parallel, horizontal,
vertical or oblique lines, or broad bands arrangedeanders. Out of all of the
painted shards there was a single case in whicmQtids were identified.
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Ornaments motivs

Fig. 13. Ornaments motivs.

Based on the pottery and especially on the paingimgwell as on the
tempering material, the archaeological materiatalisred in the GI1/1989 feature fit
well into the settlements of thesBolt culture, Phase /1l or Il spread in the Plafn
Carei, Nir area and the ler Valley. The paintedifadhat were discovered in the
feature from Ricolt-Lutarie also occur in @pleni (lercgan 1992-1993, 7-22),
Moftinu Mic-Pesarie B (Németi 1999), Andrid-a Pisung Tiream (Ciarau,
Lazarovici, 1985, 15-25),a8uieniHoro (Conga, Nanasi 1972, 633-636), Urziceni-
Vami (Virag 2004, 41-76), and from the Berea and Ciimeelonging to the
Kovacs collection (Németi 1997, 63-68; Virag 2008;124).
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